Research in two large pediatric residencies in Argentina.
To obtain data about residents' research, knowledge of informatics, and proficiency in English in two pediatric residencies in Argentina. Data collected in 1996 using a ten-item questionnaire were evaluated using EpiInfo software. Regression coefficients, odd ratios, and confidence intervals were calculated using logistic multivariate regression analysis (Hosmer-Lemeshow test). Of 249 residents surveyed, 227 (91.1%) answered the questionnaire. Of those, 224 (98.7%) thought that research during residency was useful; 63% believed that research should be required to obtain residency certification. One third of the respondents had presented at least one work or poster, or had published at least one research article. Among the two thirds who had not done so, the majority explained that they had been hindered by lack of mentors, time, or institutional support. Seventy-five percent of the respondents were reasonably proficient in English. A statistically significant association was found between knowledge of how to use statistical software and publication of papers (OR 4.5; 95% CI, 1.37-15.62; p < .003). The vast majority of respondents thought that research was useful and should be included in pediatric residency programs. Most thought that it should be required to obtain residency certification. If it is to be required, it should include trained, full-time mentors, time exclusively devoted to research, and courses in research methodology, informatics, and statistics.